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| am an American father

And as countless fathers have done before
| hide my tears in the middle of the night
For I've sent my American son to war

Far from this fruited plain

To the eye of adesert storm

So proud of the man he's made of himself
Semper fi and the uniform

Planes and tanks and satellite phones
Flashing across on our TVs

But we still have commercials in between
The Wall Street scores and the casualties

So | pray my prayersas best | can
And hold on tight to the notion
That al of lifeisin God's hands
And my heart is across the ocean

| was never in the military

My father served and now my son
Sometimes | wonder if it had to be
Could | ever do what they have done?

But every day | look for hope

My fears under my bresth

For al parents share the same nightmare
That we might follow our child in death

So many mothers and fathers now

At the very start, they were just like me

Now their sons and daughters are standing watch
On the other side of eternity

So | pray for them and | pray for mysdlf

With faltering devotion

To the One Who shares our sorrows and cares
For my heart is across the ocean

My heart is across the ocean
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The Fine Print:

Y ou cannot buy this. It isbeing freely distributed (to the best of my ability and limited funds) to
military personnel and their families and friends. If you’'rejust not the mp3 dowloadin’ type and
would like adisc mailed to you and/or have ideas of others who should hear this, click HERE for
anonlineform. Again, thisisintended for the support of our troops and families ... one per family
isthe general rule. Just be reasonable and make sure to fully and convincingly explain any
oddball requests (“| need adozen for arafflein Armpit, Wisconsin and | need ' em tomorrow,
okay?").

Most importantly (and | know in a Napster/K azaa kind of world thisis a bit of novelty), we're on
the HONOR SY STEM here. If you are intent on ripping somebody off, it won’'t be a nameless,
faceless, they’ re-making-dough-they-won't-even-miss corporation ... it'll be one guy who isfull -
time musician and hopes to studiously avoid real employment and the phrase “Would you like
frieswith that?” 1t’ll be me. And it won't be cool.

Here'sthedeal. | own the song, the publishing, the recording and all the copyright to the whole
shebang. Having said that, | absolutely want this heard as widely as possible by as many military
families and friends as can be reached.

Of course anyone can grab the mp3 file and you can distribute as many homemade copies as can
be reasonably given away. That’'sright: given away! Aslong asthere’s no money involved, as
long asit doesn’t cost anybody anything (other than the cost of their own blanks CDs, | suppose),
then | wave my hand in semi -dramatic fashion and hereby announce that | grant permission to
duplicate. Be creative.

Although | certainly can’t control most aspects of thisthing, | respectfully request that whenever
possible the following copy appears on the CD or any |abel/packaging you might dream up:
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RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED
TOTHE MEN & WOMEN OF THE
UNITED STATESARMED FORCES
AND THE FAMILIES & FRIENDS

WHO LOVE & SUPPORT THEM

| ask that the song be reproduced in its entirety asis and whenever practical that either alyricfile
on thedisc or alyric sheet (printed or by e-mail) follow along whenever practical. Andif you've
read thisfar, God Bless Y ou and, to quote David L etterman: “ Goodnight and drive safely!”

Bob Bennett



